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Reinstating the Railway - Executive Summary
The Stratford-Worcester-Oxford (SWO) campaign group exists to promote the reopening of the railway line
between Stratford upon Avon and Honeybourne. The motivation for reinstatement of the railway is to :
•

Significantly improve transport connectivity for Stratford upon Avon and South Warwickshire with the
West Midlands, Oxford, London and the South West.

•

Mitigate the effects of significant housing development (5,900 new homes) around Long Marston and a
further 3,000 in and around Stratford upon Avon

•

Attract more UK and International visitors to Stratford upon Avon providing and supporting economic
growth for Stratford upon Avon and its businesses, particularly those situated in the town centre.

•

Contribute to reducing traffic congestion in and around Stratford upon Avon by removing some vehicle
journeys and releasing road capacity for local movements.

•

Press local authorities, notably the Local Transport Authority (Warwickshire County Council) and Local
Planning Authority (Stratford on Avon District Council) into action. To support an examination of
reinstating the railway line through a GRIP 4 Study, including an Economic Impacts Study, enabling
elected members to comprehensively and appropriately consider the case for reopening.

SWO presents its March 2016 briefing on the issue of reopening the Stratford upon Avon to Honeybourne
railway line. The briefing provides background to the calls for reopening the rail line and improving transport
connectivity for Stratford upon Avon and South Warwickshire and details the latest developments.
The briefing provides an update as at 1st March 2016.
•

Support
Railway industry support has been forthcoming with the news in February 2016 that Britain's largest
Train Operating Company, Great Western Railway, have restated their wish to provide train services to/
from Stratford upon Avon via Honeybourne to/from Oxford, Reading and London Paddington. The news
formed part of GWR's 'Vision for the North Cotswolds' launched on 12 February 2016.

•

Service Reductions
The drastic direct train services reductions, introduced in October 2015, between Stratford upon Avon
and London Marylebone are unlikely to reverse in the forthcoming summer timetable in May as train
operator Chiltern Railways develop more lucrative passenger markets at Oxford Parkway and Bicester
Village using line capacity previously taken by Stratford/London service.

•

Bid Rejected
A joint bid for part funding to the Coventry and Warwickshire Local Enterprise Partnership (CWLEP) by
Stratford on Avon District Council and a private developer failed. The bid was thwarted by the Local
Transport Authority, Warwickshire County Council, who act as transport adviser to CWLEP. The grounds
for refusing the request was the need for railway industry interest and the need for further development
of the case.

•

Fails Scrutiny
Railway interest exists in the light of GWR and Warwickshire County Council know this as they attended
the GWR 'Vision for North Cotswolds" event. The bid was for 'further development' of the case, it was
seeking part funding towards a GRIP 4 study that would provide a comprehensive view of the case for or
against reopening the railway. Consequently, CWLEP's reasons for rejecting the bid do not stand
scrutiny.

•

Out on a limb
One must ask what are CWLEP doing to address the need for better connectivity for Stratford and South
Warwickshire's population in the face of traffic congestion and planned significant housing growth?
Despite the unanimous support of Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire and Worcestershire County Councils for
the railway to be reinstated CWLEP even refuses to support a proper study to nationally defined
standards that would, once and for all, allow Councillors to consider the viability and desirability of the
potential reinstatement of the railway line comprehensively.
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Introduction
Transforming Stratford upon Avon from a railway terminus to a town with through rail
services would dramatically improve transport connectivity. It would, for the first time since 1976,
place Stratford upon Avon at the heart of a rail network providing direct services south-eastwards
to and from Oxford, Reading and London Paddington and south westwards to and from Worcester,
Cheltenham, South Wales and the South West.
Reinstating the railway line between Stratford upon Avon and Long Marston, would enable a new
station to be built at Long Marston, an area destined for up to nearly 5,900 new homes in addition
to existing developments over a wide area south of Stratford upon Avon and the River Avon. The
location for employment for many of those living in the new housing at Long Marston is likely to be
the West Midlands, South Midlands or Thames Valley. A reinstated railway would enable direct
services to all three, Oxford, Worcester and northwards to Stratford upon Avon and onto Solihull
and Birmingham.
Greater rail connectivity for Stratford upon Avon and South Warwickshire can be delivered by
reinstating 6 miles of railway line between Stratford upon Avon and Long Marston and 2 miles of
existing railway line to be upgraded between Long Marston and Honeybourne. This route was still
in use up to 1976 and not even the infamous Dr Beeching earmarked the route for closure.

1.Connectivity
1.1
NORTH COTSWOLDS and OXFORD residents would benefit as train services could operate
between Oxford and Stratford upon Avon with a journey time of just 49 minutes and also provide
direct train services between Moreton in Marsh, Kingham and Charlbury with Stratford upon Avon.
The journey times between Moreton in Marsh and Stratford could take just 17 minutes, with
Kingham 24 minutes and Charlbury 32 minutes.

49 Minutes
Stratford
upon Avon

Oxford

1.2
EVESHAM, HONEYBOURNE and PERSHORE residents would benefit as reinstatement of the
line would enable direct train services to operate between Worcester, Evesham, Honeybourne,
Stratford upon Avon, Solihull, and Birmingham. The proposed rail service would provide direct
connectivity of 35 minutes between Worcester and Stratford upon Avon. Evesham-Stratford would
see a journey time of just 18 minutes. The service would be able to operate on a bi-directional and
circular Birmingham-Worcester-Evesham-Stratford-Solihull-Birmingham route enabling Vale
residents at Evesham and Honeybourne to access Birmingham in under one hour. The current
best time it takes to travel by rail between Evesham and Birmingham, including the need to
change trains at Worcester is 1 hour 20 minutes with many journeys taking longer.

60 Minutes
Evesham

Birmingham

1.3
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1.3
STRATFORD UPON AVON would regain train services southwards It would also enable a direct
circular service. Stratford’s connectivity with Birmingham (46 minutes) Solihull (33 minutes) would
improve with Evesham (18 Minutes) Worcester (35 minutes) and Long Marston (6 minutes). It
would enable the Great Western Railway (formerly First Great Western) to provide a London
Paddington service to/from Stratford upon Avon something the train operator stated in 2015 and
repeated in 2016 it wants to do. Such a service, via the Thames Valley, enables connectivity with
Reading and connections to Heathrow and Gatwick airports.

35 Minutes
Stratford
upon Avon

Worcester

1.4
LONDON and STRATFORD UPON AVON residents and tourists would benefit from train services
operating between London and Stratford upon Avon via Oxford. The route would provide
connectivity between Oxford, Reading for Gatwick Airport, Slough for Windsor and London
Paddington accessing five tube lines, Heathrow Express and Crossrail when it’s completed.
Train service alterations between Stratford upon Avon and London have significantly reduced
connectivity. In October 2015, Stratford upon Avon lost over half of its direct train services with
London. A rail service operated by Great Western using the reinstated line from Stratford upon
Avon and via the Cotswold Line, Oxford, Reading (Heathrow and Gatwick Airports) and London
Paddington is now the best option to develop future rail services between Stratford upon Avon and
London. Stratford upon Avon, the birthplace of William Shakespeare, attracts over 4 million visitors
annually yet growth in rail passenger usage remains below the national average of 4.5%
demonstrating a poor rail service.

105 Minutes
Stratford
upon Avon

London
Paddington

1.5
The geographical location of Stratford upon Avon places it central south to the West Midlands.
Since 1976, when the rail route south of Stratford upon Avon closed the West Midlands through
the relevant statutory authorities have increasingly seen Stratford upon Avon as a natural limit for
the network emanating from Birmingham. The same applies to Redditch and Worcester, the
constraints of the railway network have increasingly been allowed to determine the shape and
pattern of not only existing rail services but the vision, or rather lack of it, in planning for future
services to meet growth and demand.

6 Minutes
Stratford

Long
Marston
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1.6
The South Midlands is a largely affluent area that is due to absorb significant housing growth over
the next fifteen years and beyond. The economic growth being sponsored and already
successfully taking place in Birmingham and central belt of the West Midlands will be one of the
drivers of demand for housing from those attracted to take up employment in the Birmingham
area.
1.7
The arrival of HS2 will attract further growth and housing A Rail Vision for the West Midlands
(RVWM) sets out what it describes in RVWM 1.3 as “a pan-regional document for the wider Travel
to Work area Environment”. We wholeheartedly agree with 1.2 of RVWM “The rail network
represents a vital asset for the economy of the region and has the potential to play an even
greater role in supporting regional prosperity and higher rates of employment.”

REINSTATING THE RAILWAY

SWO

5

1.7
For RVWM to meet its objective set out in RVWM 1.3
it must demonstrate that its vision is, at least, based
on potential connectivity across the region. The use of
existing network maps demonstrate that the WMRV’s
vision is largely based on network enhancement and
not expansion.

1.8
We welcome all the enhancements proposed but in doing so note that some of these are taking
place to catch up with the exponential and unprecedented growth in rail passenger traffic. The
network map shown on page 4 Possible Future WMR Routes involves using existing railway lines
and whilst these are welcome there is no consideration based on a wider geographical basis that
take into account the centres that people move between for employment, housing, retail and
leisure. The reinstatement of 6 miles of railway line between Stratford upon Avon and Long
Marston, that would facilitate connection with the Cotswold Line at Honeybourne, would
significantly and positively impact on connectivity.
1.9
Much quicker journey times would open up for many passengers and these stretch wide and far
into Worcestershire, Gloucestershire and Oxfordshire whilst providing opportunities for passengers
originating within the West Midlands to be able to travel and visit the North Cotswolds and Vale of
Evesham. The largest drivers for connectivity for better connectivity are the need for fast and
frequent services between the South Midlands and Cotswolds and the West Midlands and a direct
service for tourists between Stratford upon Avon and London via the Thames Valley.
1.10
The Thames Valley route represents that best choice of service between Stratford upon Avon and
London by providing connectivity between Oxford, Reading for Gatwick & Heathrow Airports,
Slough for Windsor and London Paddington accessing five tube lines, Heathrow Express and
Crossrail when it’s completed

1.11
The following connectivity would be realised with reinstatement of the railway between Stratford
upon Avon and Honeybourne;
A circular and bi-directional Birmingham-Stratford-upon-Avon-Honeybourne-EveshamWorcester-Birmingham service
A direct service between Stratford upon Avon and Oxford onto Reading and London
Paddington
Significant reduction in journey times between regional centres and transport hubs such as
Evesham, Solihull, Stratford upon Avon, North Cotswolds and Oxford
Direct services between new housing (Long Marston) and major areas of employment.
South West/South Wales services could be accessed at Worcestershire Parkway obviating
the need for Stratford upon Avon passengers to travel 25 miles north to Birmingham New
Street
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2. Environment
2.1
There are a number of environmental drivers that support the reinstatement of the Stratford upon
Avon to Honeybourne railway line. Primarily these relate to providing a sustainable alternative
means of public transport to relieve growing demand in the Long Marston, Honeybourne and
Stratford upon Avon area.
2.2
Planning permission has already been granted for a number of dwellings that total approximately
5,900 new homes in the Long Marston area, within Stratford, Wychavon and Cotswold District
Council areas, with a resultant population increase of 13,600 people. A 3,500 dwelling settlement
on a 205 hectare site at Long Marston Airfield is proposed and the developer planning the
settlement has offered £17 million towards the reinstatement of the railway line.
2.3
If the 5,900 permitted and proposed homes south of Stratford near Long Marston to current and
proposed developments within Stratford upon Avon over the next 15 years, some 9,000 new
homes will be built. The scale of development brings a rise in population of around 18,200; that's
over half the size of Stratford again. Such growth in the area without an adequate, sustainable
alternative means of transport will mean some 9,920 additional vehicles joining the road network.

2.4
At peak flow times the projected increase in vehicular traffic will seriously compound the level of
congestion already experienced in a number of areas of Stratford upon Avon as well as increasing
the already high levels of commuter traffic using rural roads through villages as ‘rat runs’ to travel
to and from employment.
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2.5
A reinstated railway connecting Stratford upon Avon with Long Marston and the Cotswold Line at
Honeybourne provides the ability for significant numbers of people to travel by train from the area
where the new developments are planned. This ability would include local journeys between
Stratford upon Avon and Long Marston but also for medium/longer distances such as Birmingham,
Worcester, Oxford and London.
2.7
A reinstated railway would require a new parkway station to be built at Long Marston and for this to
be fully effective parking at the station should be free as is the case with stations such as Tile Hill,
Coventry. This maximises rail usage.
2.8
With a new railway station at Long Marston and with rail services operating north to Birmingham
and south to Worcester, Oxford and London the congestion within Stratford upon Avon could be
reduced. There would be three rail stations placed within the envelope of overall development.
These could act as south, central and north transport hub. Each would access the same rail
services but all three would minimise vehicular journeys and enable more reliable and local bus
connectivity.

Environmentally Based Inter Transport Connectivity
A schematic diagram of the rail network showing the Stratford-Long Marston railway line reinstated enabling
reconnection with the Cotswold Line at Honeybourne. A new station at Long Marston would enable a car/bus/
rail hub south of Stratford upon Avon connecting with rail services serving to Solihull, Birmingham, West
Midlands and the north as well as Oxford Worcester and London. Stratford’s original rail station would a
pedestrian/car/bus/rail hub for the town centre area whilst Stratford upon Avon Parkway enables a northern car/
bus/rail hub for homes to the north and north west of Stratford upon Avon.
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2.9
Inter transport connectivity is important across Stratford upon Avon and for some six miles around
the town as this area is due to absorb some 9,000 new homes that will lead to a rise in population
of approximately 20,700 and without the provision of alternative transport to both the north and
south of the Stratford upon Avon and district will lead to an additional 11,160 vehicles on town and
rural roads.
2.10
The choice of transport mode is also relevant to the current level of vehicular congestion and the
potential deterioration that further planned development will bring. The latest trend is shown in the
latest (2014) National Travel Survey published by the Department for Transport in September
2015. The survey demonstrates that rail is the only mode of transport showing an increase in the
number of trips, distance and mode of public transpo

Source: National Travel Survey England 2014 DfT
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2.11

Rail travel has witnessed a significant resurgence since the mid 1990’s when the industry
was privatised. Rail passenger demand has soared and reached unprecedented levels.
Central Government and Network Rail have had to commit to billions of pounds of
investment in the rail infrastructure to meet the needs of this growth that shows no signs of
slowing or stopping. The high levels indicated within this growth related to commuting and
the propensity for rail travel by higher income households are both very relevant to the
existing Stratford upon Avon, North Cotswolds and East Worcestershire districts and a
proposed 10,000+ new homes.

Source: National Travel Survey England 2014 DfT

2.12
The national trends shown in the graphics above and to the left underline the need to consider
more widely the transport needs of Stratford upon Avon and the surrounding rural district. This is
also relevant to neighbouring authorities responsible for areas that are currently and stand to be
increasingly impacted upon by new development. These authorities are Wychavon and Cotswold
District Councils and the County Councils of Worcestershire and Gloucestershire.

2.13
The factors of road congestion in and around Stratford
upon Avon, the potential for increased traffic volumes on
rural roads and the need to ensure that major housing
development takes place with a sustainable means of
effective public transport is critical for the amenity of life
and thus environment in a large part of South
Warwickshire

Source: National Travel Survey England 2014 DfT

REINSTATING THE RAILWAY

SWO

10

3. Local & Regional Benefits
3.1
The local benefits associated with reinstating the railway are profound. 30% of all AM peak
journeys into Birmingham City Centre are now made by rail, this fully supports the case for
reinstatement of the railway to serve the proposed 3,500 homes at Long Marston Airfield
settlement and the 1,440 homes at Meon Vale. Indeed, the housing development that has taken
place so far at Meon Vale has clearly led to increased use of rail at Honeybourne as the latest
statistics from the Officer of Rail & Road demonstrate. No contribution towards rail transport
infrastructure has been required as part of consents for development at Meon Vale so far.
Rail Passenger Usage - Honeybourne 1997 - 2015
60,000
45,000
30,000
15,000
0
97/98

99/00

01/02

03/04
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09/10
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13/14

Source: Office of Rail Regulation December 2015

3.2
The combination of new developments both in and around Long Marston and Stratford upon Avon
together with the emerging national travel trends that are showing a growing preference for rail
demonstrate the need for sustainable public transport that reduces road congestion and provides
connectivity for peak flows between home and employment.
3.3

The National Travel Survey confirms that
rail use increases with income: with
1,462 miles per person per year, people
in the highest income households travel
almost 5 times further by rail than people
in the lowest income households (301
miles per person per year). The majority
of properties being developed in the
district of Stratford upon Avon, as these
at Meon Vale, are for the high income
bracket.
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3.4
The regional benefit of reinstating the railway line between Stratford upon Avon and Honeybourne
provide a significant benefit to regional connectivity. A bi-directional service serving Birmingham,
Stourbridge, Worcester, Evesham, Stratford upon Avon, Solihull, Birmingham would be possible.
Within this pattern services could alternate between the Solihull or Henley in Arden route between
Birmingham and Stratford upon Avon.

3.5
The potential service outlined in 3.4 would properly cover the boundary between the West
Midlands and South West regions by extending and connecting Worcester, Pershore, Evesham,
Honeybourne, Long Marston and Stratford upon Avon. The communities situated to the south west
of Birmingham and the West Midlands and who look to Birmingham and the West Midlands for
employment, retail, leisure and services would be, for the first time, properly served by direct
sustainable public transport based on geography and not the artificial constraints of the rail
network and administrative rail “routes”.
3.6
The other corridor that a reinstated line would open is between the North Cotswolds, Oxford, the
Thames Valley and London. This would enable fast journey times between North Cotswold
stations such as Moreton in Marsh, Kingham and Charlbury as well as bringing the international
tourist destination of Oxford within 50 minutes of Stratford upon Avon. Other opportunities would
also flow enabling direct services between the North Cotswolds and Solihull, Birmingham and the
West Midlands. These services would provide a real alternative to road transport for commuting
purposes and also leisure, retail and longer distance rail travel north of Birmingham.
3.7
The regional benefits of reinstating Stratford to Honeybourne would also reach beyond the North
Cotswolds. The provision of a route via Oxford and the Thames Valley would enable direct
services to operate between Stratford upon Avon, Oxford and London Paddington. This would link
up what is a major tourist corridor emanating from London. The corridor already serves Heathrow
Airport at Paddington and this will be enhanced further when Crossrail is completed. Windsor is
served from Slough and Oxford is major visitor destination in its own right. The ability to link
Stratford upon Avon, also an international tourist attraction, would add to the overall appeal of the
route.
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3.8
Along the Cotswold Line Local authorities, Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEP’s), local business
representatives, passengers interest groups and the Cotswold Line Promotion Group attended a
‘Vision for the North Cotswolds” in February 2016 together with local MP's including the Rt Hon
David Cameron, MP. Produced by the Great Western Railway the Vision seeks to engage all
interested parties, local authorities and LEP's to consider what they would like to see regarding
further expansion of Cotswold Line services to meet the year on year and above the national
average passenger growth experienced along the line. It was agreed to set up a Steering Group to
take the proposals forward.
Once a consensus view can be reached it's hoped the vision will form the basis of a business case
by Train Operating Company, Great Western Railway and asset operator Network Rail as part of
their investment plans.
The complete redoubling of the Cotswold line is wholeheartedly supported as it will address the
higher than average rail passenger growth continuing along the CWL route. Once redoubled the
CWL would, with the Honeybourne to Stratford upon Avon railway line reopened facilitate
significantly greater connectivity between the North Cotswolds, Stratford upon Avon, Solihull and
Birmingham. It would also enable Evesham to enjoy, for the first time, a rail journey taking just one
hour to/from Birmingham.
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3.9
Examination of the West Midlands Route Franchise is based on the current service map as
shown in 1.7. A similar map exists and is in use for marketing purposes. It is an excellent
vehicle to use to show how the network determines the service and not the communities who
look to certain areas and locations to serve them.

Birmingham
Snow Hill
Birmingham
Moor Street

Solihull

Shirley

To Warwick & Leamington Spa
Worcester
Foregate Street
Henley in Arden
Worcester
Shrub Hill
Stratford upon Avon
Parkway

Stratford
upon Avon
Worcestershire
Parkway
Long Marston
Parkway
Pershore

Evesham

Honeybourne
To Moreton in Marsh, Oxford &
London Paddington
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3.10
Local and Regional Benefits from re-instatement are:
Much improved connectivity for the South Midlands between communities and with
Birmingham and the West Midlands providing the ability to reduce communting levels
on rural roads and develops new transport corridors that support economic growth.
Much improved connectivity for the North Cotswolds between communities providing
the ability to reduce communting levels on rural roads and develops new transport
corridors that support economic growth.
Sustainable public transport between areas of major residential development and
locations for employment
National trends in travel preferences match the higher income groups associated with
much of the development that has taken place or is planned over the period 2016-2031.

A Great Western InterCity125 calls at Chalrbury with a Hereford to London Paddington service
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4. National
4.0
By reopening the railway line between Stratford upon Avon and Long Marston the railway network
can regain an additional link situated in the Midlands that would join the south and north and
reduce the effects of asset redundancy. While it is not proposed or envisaged to run non-stop
through services via such a reopened line, reinstatement would provide an improved level of
resilience the network does not enjoy, particularly with the following routes: Cherwell Valley
(Banbury - Birmingham) and Birmingham-Cheltenham.

4.1
Failure of either of these routes along certain sections has the potential to significantly impact on
the UK rail network. While the point is not made in relation to freight traffic because of gauging
requirements, the affects upon passenger traffic could be reduced to a degree by the emergency
use of the reinstated line. If one considers the Harbury Landslip, which took the Cherwell Valley
route out for 10 weeks, Cross Country passenger services could have operated a basic through
service if the line between Honeybourne and Stratford was open.
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4.2
The development of railway routes that now forms the basis of the operational units with the Asset
Owner and Operator, Network Rail, is largely based on a reorganisation that took place in the early
1960’s. The reorganisation did not take account of areas and where communities looked towards
for commerce, employment, service, retail and leisure. The development of good services between
London Marylebone, Leamington Spa, Warwick, Solihull and Birmingham Moor Street means it
makes good sense for the route remaining within the London & North Western Route Unit.
4.3
The position of Stratford upon Avon and the route via Henley in Arden is different. If the line
between Stratford upon Avon and Honeybourne were to be reopened there is a strong case for
that element of the London and North Western route unit to be transferred to Western. Such a
change would compliment existing CWL services along the Cotswold Line while not present any
problems to a new West Midlands Rail Franchise that would be able to link with the main Western
Route Train Operator along the CWL between Worcester, Honeybourne, Long Marston and
Stratford upon Avon.

Stratford upon Avon Railway Station - February 2016

4.4
The benefits arising from reinstatement of the railway between Stratford upon Avon and
Honeybourne need to be recognised by Network Rail through both their RUS process and
this needs to include both the Western RUS and Chiltern RUS as the location crosses the
boundary between the two.
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5. Logistics
5.0
There are a number of factors that are raised by the reinstatement in terms of logistics. While, the
purpose of this briefing is not to address logistical issues in any great detail it does seek to set out
in general terms some of the larger practical elements involved with reinstatement of the line.
5.1 The Alcester Road/Evesham Place corridor

The alignment of the previous railway route, closed in 1976, remains available between these two
points to enable reinstatement. The alignment is traversed by two public footpaths and is used as
a walk and cycle way. Reinstatement of the line could accommodate both footpaths either by the
reinstallation of foot crossings to the standard of those that operate on Network Rail today such as
those along the higher speed rated East Coast Main Line. These crossings are light controlled,
informing pedestrians when to cross and when to wait.
Alternatively, footbridges could be installed but these would be potential more environmentally
intrusive and limiting to pedestrians with some due to their physical condition unable to use them.
Consequently, given the low train speed that would operate in this area the reinstallation of foot
crossings is preferred in terms of local amenity, mitigation of intrusion and potential for maximum
pedestrian availability.
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5.2 Evesham Place to The Greenway

The busy junction with Seven Meadows Road that now exists at Evesham Place is a changed
circumstance to that which existed up until the railway line was closed in 1976. At that time the
railway simply crossed the Evesham Road and while that was a busy road it was not complicated
by traffic flows using a road to and from a second river crossing.
Restoring a level crossing at Evesham Place is not practical and would not be permitted under
railway safety rules set by the Rail Regulator, the Office of Rail & Road (ORR). Consequently, the
only way a railway line could cross this area between the railway station and Greenway would be
through construction of a tunnel and tapered cutting either side.
Such a scheme, in engineering and construction terms, does not present any major difficulties as
there are many tunnelling schemes that have and are taking place in the UK that are much more
complex and difficult but that are still successful in terms of being executed. While there would be
some unavoidable disruption to the local neighbourhood for the duration of construction a tunnel
would facilitate the rail line crossing Evesham Place and alongside Seven Meadows Road to near
the Greenway.
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5.3 The Greenway

Following closure of the railway line in 1976 the Greenway evolved as a useful local amenity
enjoyed by many people for walking and cycling. This evolvement was allowed as the route's
alignment was protected for potential reinstatement as a railway. That protection has formed part
of the Local Plan and policy of the Local Planning Authority from the line's closure in 1976 to date.
In effect this underlines the primary purpose of the route alignment being to support a railway.
Notwithstanding this it is accepted that times has moved on and with it so have leisure activities
such as walking and cycling. Consequently, it is not envisaged that reinstating the railway line
would put The Greenway at risk, it would not. The reinstatement of the railway would be sought as
contingent with the maintenance of The Greenway. Indeed, there would be opportunities to
enhance The Greenway by improving access and parking facilities at points along its length
between Stratford upon Avon and Long Marston.
With sound environmental planning the construction of a reinstated railway line co-existing with the
Greenway can be totally compatible.
5.4 Road crossings at Milcote and Long Marston
Both these locations previously had level crossings until closure of the line in 1976. As mentioned
previously, new level crossings are not permitted by the ORR. Both locations would be served by
road overbridges that would separate road and rail movements and the conflict arising from them.
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5.5 Long Marston

The new route alignment at Long Marston would require to deviate slightly to avoid buildings that
have been constructed on the previous route alignment. This does not present a major problem. A
new station is envisaged at Long Marston potentially built on the "Parkway" concept to attract as
many local residents to drive short journeys and continue by using rail. The location of the new
station will be negotiable and will ultimately be a matter for the Local Planning Authority, Housing
Developers and Network Rail.
5.6 Honeybourne
The reinstallation of an 'eastern chord' to facilitate services between Stratford upon Avon and the
North Cotswolds, Oxford, Reading and London Paddington. The alignment for an eastern chord
and all other land required will facilitate reinstatement of passenger services from the western and
eastern direction of the Cotswold Line at Honeybourne enjoys protection from the South
Worcestershire Development Plan adopted in February 2016.

5.7
There is growing pressure routes into the West Midlands conurbation and the construction
a new railway line between Long Marston and Stratford upon Avon would ease this
pressure. This would allow development of new rail services directly between Long
Marston and the West Midlands, Oxford, London and Worcestershire. Construction would
have a short term impact in the Stratford upon Avon area, but the strategic benefits – in
terms of relieving traffic congestion whilst allowing growth in housing numbers and
employment opportunities in the border areas of Warwickshire, Gloucestershire and
Worcestershire - would make the upheaval involved worthwhile.
The Greenway can be and therefore would be protected throughout its length and there
would the opportunity to enhance access and parking facilities along its route as part of the
reinstatement of the railway line.
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6. Demand
6.0
Passenger journeys at Stratford upon Avon Station have seen the following growth in the past
three years.
Period
2012/13
2013/14
2014/15

Passenger Journeys
898,436
986,542
995,752

Growth
4.9%
9.8%
0.9%

Stratford upon Avon Parkway opened in May 2013 which means there is only two years data for
passenger journeys.
Period
2013/14
2014/15

Passenger Journeys
34,996 passenger journeys
63,488 passenger journeys

Growth
——
81%

If one adds just the increased amount of journeys from Stratford upon Avon Parkway in 2014/15
to the Stratford upon Avon Station figure for 2014/15 then it shows:
Period
2014/15

Passenger Journeys
1,024,244

Growth
3.8%

This figure is still below the national average increase in rail passenger journeys for 2014/15 of
4.5% but is much more realistic in terms of overall growth in rail passenger journeys for Stratford
upon Avon. The ORR passenger journey data demonstrates that Stratford upon Avon Parkway has
largely displaced passengers from Stratford upon Avon station to Parkway.
While a simple comparison between the two years of data for Stratford upon Avon Parkway looks
impressive, showing a 81% increase, the actual passenger usage level at 63,488 passenger
journeys for 2014/15 is very poor and when one factors in the displacement of passengers from
Stratford upon Avon station to Parkway these figures deteriorate considerably.
6.1
Rail transport is the preferred means of transport for international visitors when going between
London and other destinations in Britain. In 2013, almost three-in-ten of the 32.8 million
international visitors to Britain travelled outside of towns or cities on a train. Consequently, rail can
play a key role in ensuring that all parts of Britain see the benefits of tourism. Over the past
decade there has been a 30% increase in the number of international visitors taking train journeys.
Despite this Stratford only attracts 6% of visitors by rail compared to 13% for the UK average.
6.2
One of the existing factors identified by VisitBritain that do not address the specific needs of
international visitors was a confusing and fragmented rail network. The service diminution that took
place with Stratford upon Avon/London Marylebone services in October 2015 have led to a poor
and very fragmented service that is difficult for passengers to use and understand as the service
changes required by passengers en-route differ in locations.
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Honeybourne station has seen passenger journey growth of over 60% in five years (2009/10-2014/15) Source:ORR

6.3
Comparison with passenger journeys at Honeybourne that increased by 9.3% and Moreton in
Marsh by 9.2% in 2014/15 compared to the previous year (2013/14) show both increases are
more than twice the national average of 4.5%. Growth at Warwick Parkway was 2.8% and
Leamington Spa with 3.3%. These figures are also below the national average 4.5% growth
between 2013/14 and 2014/15.
6.4
The large scale housing development taking place in the South Warwickshire, East Worcestershire
and North Gloucestershire triangle is clearly having an effect and driving rail passenger usage up
on the nearby Cotswold Line. Direct services with much reduced journey times between the
triangle with Solihull, Birmingham and the West Midlands would attract usage from the same
population and reduce vehicular traffic using rural roads as daily home/work routes.
6.5
Many of the factors mentioned earlier in Section 2 Environmental play an important part in terms of
passenger demand. The scale of new housing development will only add to the increased demand
already facing rail travel generally. Statistics from both ORR and ONS have shown for several
years a modal shift towards rail is taking place and this is within existing settlements.
6.6
New housing and the need for employment are the critical factors determining that travel is
required between the two. Rail represents the most environmentally sustainable method
and relieves further pressure being placed on rural roads. Those living in the area bounded
by South Warwickshire, North Gloucestershire and East Worcestershire as well as centres
such as Stratford upon Avon will increasingly expect better connectivity to meet 21st
century expectations, this expectation can only be delivered by reinstatement of the rail
link between Stratford upon Avon and Honeybourne.
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7 Political
7.0
There is a significant level of support in the area for the re-instatement of the railway between
Stratford upon Avon and Honeybourne. Not one objection to the reinstatement of the railway was
lodged at the Examination in Public of Stratford on Avon District Council’s Core Strategy. With the
prospect of several thousand new homes being built in the South Warwickshire, North
Gloucestershire and East Worcestershire areas support for reopening the line has grown further.
7.1
In January 2016 a number of Parish and Town Councils gave their support to reopening of the
railway line and these were in addition to the County Councils of Worcestershire, Gloucestershire
and Oxfordshire all of whom have also stated their support for the reinstatement of the line. The
two local authorities of Stratford on Avon District Council and Warwickshire County Council have
not stated support for the line’s reinstatement and despite several requests for them to give their
view their responses have fallen short of what should be expected on a matter critically linked to
major new housing development and the ongoing serious issue of traffic congestion affecting
Stratford upon Avon residents.
Warwickshire County Council
7.2
Warwickshire County Council are the transport authority. Warwickshire’s Local Transport Plan runs
from 2011 to 2026 and its Passenger Rail Strategy fails to mention the Stratford upon Avon to
Honeybourne Railway even as a potential scheme. Yet the same Transport Plan within the
Passenger Rail Strategy contains a policy:
PTPR4 Rail network capacity and infrastructure improvements
“The County Council will encourage the provision of improvements to the capacity of the infrastructure of the
rail network to increase capacity to enable improved performance and to provide additional services and
stations.”

However, under its Stratford upon Avon/South Warwickshire section, the plan states;
“Reopening of the Stratford-upon-Avon to Long Marston route as a six mile single line link between the
Cotswolds and West Midlands rail network is an aspiration of local support groups. The advocates of
reopening suggest that the scheme would enable a new direct Oxford-Moreton- Stratford service as well as
local trains for Long Marston and Honeybourne.
The rail link is advocated by its proponents to boost
tourist flows and to provide new rail journey
opportunities to and from Long Marston and Stratford. A
business case to demonstrate the viability of reopening
the line will need to be produced by a scheme promoter
if it is to be pursued.
The County Council will consider supporting a proposal
for reopening the line if it is promoted by DfT, the rail
industry or a third party provided the local benefits
outweigh any local environmental disbenefits.”

HM Government Policy on Railway Re-openings
Parliamentary Answer: 2 July 2015
“In line with the Government’s devolution agenda, it
is for local transport authorities to consider in the first
instance whether the re-opening of a closed railway
line is the best way to meet local transport needs
and, if so, whether they would wish to prioritise any
such re-opening in bidding for funding from the
Government’s Local Growth Fund.”

The final sentence by the County Council is erroneous when compared against Government
Policy shown above in the yellow panel.
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7.3
It has been Government policy for several years that promotion, in the first instance, of railway reopenings must come from the local community and through its Local Transport Authority (LTA).
Consequently, Warwickshire’s Local Transport Plan contains a hostage to fortune. Either this was
included in the LTP consciously but in ignorance of the Government policy in which case the
Council was in receipt of poor advice or it was added so as to acknowledge the re-opening issue
while safe in the knowledge that it could not happen because DfT or a third party exclusively could
not promote such a scheme. Further, in 2010 responsibility for major local transport projects was
transferred from County Council’s to the LEP’s.
7.4
The details set out in 7.3 demonstrate that the LTP for Warwickshire is erroneous and therefore
does not properly reflect a position that a Local Transport Authority can hold. When elected
members of the County Council have been approached or lobbied about Stratford-Honeybourne
some have responded by saying that the Council cannot state its position because it has not
money for the scheme. This is not a correct position and once again is most probably based on
poor advice, stating support and promoting a re-opening scheme in the first instance and in
principle terms does NOT involve the need for any funds. As with major transport scheme, the
majority of funding would come from Government.
7.5
Warwickshire’s antipathy towards the reinstatement of Stratford-Honeybourne has been long
standing and largely based upon advice from some of its officers. Unfortunately, some elected
members to date have felt unable or unwilling to question and/or challenge any aspect of what
they are advised. When some members are approached by electors they are defensive, have poor
listening skills and repeat the lines that they have been given in advice probably from those
responsible for the erroneous situation set out in 7.2 and 7.3. At best the County Council has failed
to meet its own policy PTPR4 and has been content to act on poor and erroneous advice, at worst
the Council have engaged in obfuscation to thwart any attempt to promote the reinstatement of the
Stratford-Honeybourne line.
7.6
Stratford on Avon District Council have also displayed ambivalence towards reinstatement of the
railway between Stratford upon Avon and Honeybourne. While they have remained constant in
protecting the route alignment throughout the period since the line was closed in 1976 this
consistency does not extend to other critical factors. The inclusion of the reinstatement in the
Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) which supports the Core Strategy and crucially forms the basis
that enables the District Council as Local Planning Authority to attract Section 106 funding from
developers was withdrawn in 2012.
7.7
Despite several requests since the line’s reinstatement was removed from the IDP the District
Council has not reversed the withdrawal and placed the scheme back in the IDP. This was raised
as recently as January 2016 at the Examination in Public where at least one developer was
prepared to contribute up to £17 million towards the reinstatement of the railway line. The District
Council sat on it’s hands and Warwickshire County Council were no different. Both authorities
remained indifferent to the offer of part private funding expressing no interest at the EIP.
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7.8
In summary the Local Transport Authority (Warwickshire County Council) through its LTP state that
it would only consider the reinstatement of the Stratford to Honeybourne line if it is promoted by
the DfT or third party. Parliament clearly states it is for the LTA to promote such a scheme in the
first instance. The Local Planning Authority (Stratford on Avon District Council) have removed the
reinstatement of the railway between Stratford upon Avon and Honeybourne from its IDP. This not
only potentially places the LPA in a weak position to secure developer funding for necessary and
sustainable transport infrastructure it is at complete variance to Gloucestershire, Worcestershire
and Oxfordshire LTP’s all of whom support reinstatement of Stratford-Honeybourne.
7.9
Warwickshire County Council members are accountable to electors to set out their position on
matters for which the Council, as a Local Transport Authority, has responsibility. The need to
absorb an increased level of new housing for South Warwickshire, continued traffic congestion in
and around Stratford upon Avon and its dilaterious effects upon retail, other businesses and
residents, support from all other neighbouring Transport Authorities for the reinstatement of the
Stratford - Honeybourne railway line combine to present significantly changed circumstances.
7.10
The County Council need to correct its abdication, consider its position on the reinstatement of
Stratford - Honeybourne and declare it publicly, this consideration should include the offer of part
private funding towards reinstatement. This latter point is important as previous offers of significant
sums (£millions) of private investment towards reinstatement of the line have been previously
rejected by Warwickshire County Council.
7.11
Elected members of the County Council are respectfully advised to examine widely, accessing
several independent sources, the issue of reinstatement of Stratford upon Avon- Honeybourne.
The level of confidence in some of the County Council officers over this issue to date is low and
the subject of wide ranging criticism and questioning in sections of the railway industry and other
local authorities. Elected members should robustly challenge the basis of a range of negative
responses and advice that has and is routinely deployed by some officers when responding to the
Stratford upon Avon- Honeybourne rail reinstatement.
Warwickshire County Council need to take the steps that only it can under the
Government’s devolution agenda so as to enable it as LTA and all other interested parties
to properly and comprehensively examine the potential reopening of StratfordHoneybourne.
The step required is a GRIP 4 (incl Environmental Impact Study) and report, this would
provide the business case the County Council advised the LEP is needed to facilitate full
consideration of the proposal. It is for the County Council to lead on procuring and
progressing a GRIP 4 report
Stratford’s distinct status as an international tourist attraction requires such a GRIP 4 + EIS
for any study to provide the depth and range of information required to enable elected
members to fully consider and determine the Council’s position.
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Stratford on Avon District Council
7.12
Stratford on Avon District Council (SDC) is the Local Planning Authority for Stratford upon Avon
and South Warwickshire. It is responsible for setting out plans for growth including housing, this is
contained within its Core Strategy. Underpinning the Core Strategy is the Infrastructure Delivery
Plan (IDP), this contains a number of infrastructure schemes identified as desirable in relation to
varying levels of growth or schemes.
7.13
Over a period of years SDC have displayed ambivalence towards reinstatement of the railway
between Stratford upon Avon and Honeybourne. While SDC should be commended for remaining
constant in protecting the railway route alignment throughout the period since the line was closed
in 1976 this consistency does not extend to other critical factors.
7.14
The inclusion of the line’s reinstatement was in the Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) which
supports the Core Strategy and crucially forms the basis that enables the District Council as Local
Planning Authority to attract Section 106 funding from developers was withdrawn in 2012 by
elected members following objections from a number of individuals from the Evesham Place area
to the reopening scheme. The revised design and reopening scheme outlined in the 2012 report
from ARUP largely assuaged the concerns that had arose from these objections. Consequently,
and in line with requirements from the Rail Regulator ORR, any reopening would place the railway
in a tunnel underground in the Evesham Place area.
7.7
Despite several requests since the line’s reinstatement was removed from the IDP the District
Council has not reversed the withdrawal and placed the scheme back in the IDP. This was raised
as recently as January 2016 at the Examination in Public where at least one developer was
prepared to contribute up to £17 million towards the reinstatement of the railway line. The District
Council sat on it’s hands and Warwickshire County Council were no different. Both authorities
remained indifferent to the offer of part private funding expressing no interest at the EIP.
7.14
Subsequent to the revised design the need to absorb a larger level of housing growth within the
Core Strategy has led to consideration of major levels of housing in the Long Marston area. The
combined number of new homes either planned or already approved sums to 5,900 new
properties between 2016 and 2030. Without alternative transport this level of growth will led to
vehicle growth on rural roads by over 7,300.
7.15
The details outlined in 7.13 and 7.14 determine that the Core Strategy needs to ensure that
adequate infrastructure is provided as a requirement of the level of the housing growth planned
and permitted. Consequently, the IDP should contain the reinstatement of Stratford -Honeybourne
so as to enable the LPA to secure the scheme should it choose and crucially attract financial
contributions towards reinstatement.
7.16
In late 2015, responding to increasing pressure to comprehensively consider the potential
reopening of Stratford-Honeybourne particularly in the light of major new housing development
and ongoing traffic congestion in Stratford upon Avon, SDC submitted a bid to Coventry &
Warwickshire Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) for part funding towards a GRIP 4 study. The bid
failed largely due to advice from the Transport Business Group chaired and advised by
Warwickshire County Council.
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Stratford on Avon District Council require to consider the issue of the reinstatement of
Stratford-Honeybourne railway line and state their position.
So as to enable the Council to act effectively as a Local Planning Authority the
reinstatement of the Stratford-Honeybourne railway reopening should be reinserted to the
IDP.
Elected members of Stratford on Avon District Council need to consider the StratfordHoneybourne issue comprehensively. Consequently, it is recommended that a GRIP 4 study
be undertaken at the earliest opportunity. The GRIP 4 study needs to include a full
Economic Impact Study either within the GRIP 4 process or alongside it. Stratford’s distinct
status as an international tourist attraction requires such a wider brief for any study to
provide the depth and range of information required to enable elected members to consider
and determine the Council’s position.
Support
7.17
A number of local councils have stated their support for the re-opening of the StratfordHoneybourne railway line. These are;
Evesham Town Council,
Chipping Campden Town Council,
Mickleton Parish Council
Pebworth Parish Council,
Bidford on Avon Parish Council
Aston Cantlow Parish Council
Henley in Arden & Beaudesert Joint Parish Council
Honeybourne Parish Council
7.18
Train Operating Company Great Western Railway published a Vision for the North Cotswolds on
12 February 2016. Within the vision GWR have included the potential re-opening of Stratford upon
Avon to Honeybourne as part of the expansion of Cotswold Line rail services.
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8. Cost
8.0
The cost of reinstatement of the railway between Stratford upon Avon station and Honeybourne
requires to be determined by a GRIP 4 study that includes an Economic Impacts Study. This would
set out a realistic base cost and detail what benefits would arise and their related payback.
8.1
The ARUP report published in 2012 attempted to place a cost on reopening the line and in effect
came up with a range of costs based on a number of options. A GRIP 4 study would take this work
to next and much greater level of depth and understanding. Crucially, it would consider the costs of
tunnelling at Evesham Place and the costs of work identified as required at Stannells Bridge (River
Avon Bridge Crossing).
8.2
Applying the most recent standard costs available for construction of railway line and also
tunnelling we believe the scheme would likely cost a lesser sum than previously estimated. It could
be as low as £36/40million. However, the only certainty to which one can base consideration of the
scheme’s cost on would be from the result and report of a GRIP 4 study.

9. Next Steps
9.0
SWO will respond to the several various consultations taking place in relation to transport planning
and railway franchises. In addition it will continue to promote support for the re-opening of the
Stratford - Honeybourne railway line.
9.1
This update briefing will be subject to ongoing update when significant development or changes
take place.

A Great Western IC125 service climbs Chipping Campden Bank with a Hereford to London Paddington service
F D Pithie - For and on Behalf of SWO. 01.03.2016.
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